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Fire Safety

Fire safety is a very important issue at Georgia Tech and around the world.  Many people die in fires every year, firefighters and civilians alike.  However, over the years, less and less people have died.  There are fire escape plans for every building now, and in schools, teachers promote fire safety as a very important thing.  Thanks to increased awareness, fire deaths have gone down over the last 20 years.
According to firehouse.com, in 1977, there were 7,395 civilian deaths and 157 firefighter deaths.  This is a hefty amount, putting it at an average of about 20 deaths per day by fires alone.  However, according to the same source, there were 4,035 civilian and 91 firefighter deaths in 1998.  This is a drastic improvement, and I am going to put the cause for it on increased fire safety awareness.  Over those 21 years, firemen and teachers have improved the awareness of children, who grew into adults that cared about fire safety.

Two main things cause fire deaths are lack of oxygen and actually burning to death.  Lack of oxygen is much more common, as it will affect you before the flames do.  It also takes less time, depending on the heat of the fire, to die from oxygen depletion than it does to die of severe burns.  Smoke detectors use smoke to go off for this reason, since the smoke rises and it kills first.  Increased smoke detector use lowered the number of fires a year from 3,264,000 to 1,755,500 from 1977 to 1998.  
Fire safety is very important, and I should have gone out of the dorm room when the fire alarm went off.  Had it been an actual fire, I would have been in big trouble.  I’m glad that I now know statistics about fire deaths.

